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HEAR YE! HEAR YE! ITS TIME FOR SCHS ANNUA

MEETING AND YOUARE INVITED
WHAT ; SIBLEY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY ANNUAL MEETING
WHEN; SUNDAY APRIL 19, 2009 AT 12:30
WHERE ; THE GREEN ISLE SCHOOL ON HWY 25
MENU ; A TWO MEAT BUFFET BY Country Convenience Store

COST; PER PERSONd $50 AT THE DOOR OR $10 BY MAIL

PROGRAM; HARRIET TRAXLER SIBLEY COUNTY BARN
PRESENTATION AND SLIDE SHOW

WE WILL ALSO HAVE A BUSINESS MEETING TO DISCUSS AND GET INPUT ON OUR
BUILDING PROJECT AND OTHER ONGOING ENDEAVORS

Please use the two nearby church lots for overflow parking
See additional reservation information page 8

they left, their future in the new land, is unique.

The Lagerstedts in
Severance Township,
Sibley County

By Lila Lagerstedt Sillerud

Johann August Lagerstedt was born Febru-
ary 24, 1833 in Snoggarp, Skiro Socken, Swe-
den and died at his home in Severance on Feb-
ruary 21 1921. At the time of his death he was
87 years, 11 months and 7 days old and accord-
ing to Albert, the oldest and probably the best
known resident of Severance township at that

Toward the end of his life, in 1920 and  time.

1921, 87 year old Johann August Lagerstedt  Johann August Sakresen was the oldest of
related events from his life to his youngest three children born to Anna Lisa and Peter Sak-
son, Albert, who recorded them in Swedish. resen. He had two younger sisters, Maria born
Eighty five years later my father Merlon in 1834 and Johanna in 1837. His mother,
Lagersitedt gave me AAnbe£Llsd died whertlghanh @as B gedrs oda |
fributeo h|sdfather', Johann. Several years agfad his father, Peter, died in 1852. Prior to his

I was able to locate a Swedish woman near death, Peter Sakresen sold his land to a man
Ghent, Minnesota, who translated parts of thisamed Lagerstedt. It is unknown when Johann
journal for current and future generations of assumed the surname Lagerstedt but perhaps
Lagerstedtos. the land sale had something to do with the

Johannos |ife expemameghange Theparental gstafgihad hgen o
many who left Northern European countries t§0!d on the condition that the money be divided
i mmi grate to
18006s and yet each of

story how and why

(Continued on pagg)
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(Continued from pagg) $1.50 a day on the railroad. When he had enough money, he
Johann worked for several years at a place called Tolja arfltbught a few steers from a German man in West Newton. In
later in 1855 went to Stockholm, where he secured, through th869, he bought 5 acres of timberland along the Minnesota river
recommendation of a former employer, a position with the  near New Ulm and through the advice of Mr. Frederich Peterson

Swedish government as an overseer of the handling of the citid<Gibbon, he filed a homestead in Severance township, 4 %2
supplies. While employed in Stockholm he became familiar miles southwest of Gibbon. The land was low but he took it any-
with members of the Swedish Royal family including Oscar Il,way. Later he claimed that he could have homesteaded better
Charles XV and Oscar lll. This period in time was one of the land near
most interesting chapters i whatlisonbva
with people from all walks of life, saw the railroad come to ~ Winthrop.
Stockholm and was a member &liffirsBdropy
department. If there was a fire and the church bells rang andwere wheat
you did not go out to help, you were fined five riksdaler. He and flax. He |
was granted a leave of absence to go back to his old home amdoke the lang
receive his portion of the parental estate but never went backwuadth the oxen|
his former position in Stockholm. he had pur-

chased. The|
Lagers|
dyg an earth |

Soon afterwards he married Carolina Jonason of Byestad
Skiro Socken who was raised on a neighboring estate and at
tended the same school as Johann. With his savings and inh
tance he bought his mother-laws place and farmed for about home on the
seven years before he went to America.. He decided to immi_hc_)mestead
grate in 1868 after a few young recruiters from lllinois came aWHh a sod
visited. They had brought along some American grown corn roof and a
and had relatives who |ived W ﬂo%i_
unhappy with his decision and his motived aw s ai d ?\ng éveip InJt
dangerous person to make t h i© 1 }(Iegr?j

r---- ———— 2 - _—— v A =
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John and Emma Nelson Lagerstedt's wedding picture

Their three sons were born in that sod house. Gust

in 1871 (the first baby born in Severance town-

ship), John in 1875 and Albert in 1879. Through-

out his recounting, Johann often refers to Carolina

as fAflinkd, which means ¢
and active. In 1875 Johann got his citizenship

papers.

It was a long haul to get to New Ulm to sell their
products. At the time the only way to cross the

Johann and Carolina Lagerstedt with younger sons John and Albert (about 1889) river was by ferry. The railroad was not yet ready

at the time he homesteaded. Johann, Carolina and
nothing. By the time Johann and Carolina boarded the boat itheir children lived here until 1900 when he moved to the farm %2
Gothenburg, Sweden to seek their fortune in America, their litttéle south of Gibbon which he purchased from Mr. S. S. Moline.
daughter Emma was five years old. On the ship coming over
they became good friends with Mr. and Mrs. Gustav Lind and
their oldest son John, 14, who would one day become the go
nor of Minnesota.

When the Clear Lake Baptist church was organized in 1871 Jo-
ann became one of itdés first n
Y& was baptized by a missionary who served the church and
Carolina was baptized there a short time later. Johann, Carolina,
The Lagerstedtds destinat i®unstwasdoShn, PeEmnmea ,( Jwhhncéths waisf e )h
small immigrant village. Johann worked for some months on Clear Lake Baptist church cemetery.

tge nlt_aw rallror?ddcolnfrt]rucnog thwee(;l_New lrJ]Im an? S]E' I:)(;:‘tfe':rheir oldest and only daughter, Emma, married Ole Jacob John-
aroiina washed clothes and cieaned in exchange for 1ood 10g,, - |5tay leaving the Gibbon community and settling in Drake,
herself and little Emma while Johann was away. Johann earned

(Continued on pag8)
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(Continued from pag®) with John, Raymond and Avery on the southwest farm until
North Dakota. Emma and Ole had eight children and Emma livelP41 when they moved to the farm just south of town. Merlon
to be 95 years old. and Jennie were parents to six children. They worked together

p.ona diverse farming operation. Over the years they milked

Gust never married. He lived on the farm just south of Gi ; ) ) 4
bon from 1920 until he died in 1927 at the age of 55. cows, raised beef, chickens, sheep, pigs, small grains, soy
beans, corn and sweet corn.

Albert, the youngest son, chose to teach and work in govern- Merl | i inded f In 1969
ment serving three terms in the Minnesota legislature from—192:?1 R erion was always a conservation minded farmer. in

1930. He attended Pillsbury Academy, Sanford University, the  was awar ded the ficonser vatl
University of Minnesota and received his M.A. from the Univer- planting 1,024 trees and shrubs for a complete farmstead wind-

sity of California. He made an unsuccessful primary bid for govl—)reak and constructing a system of grassed back slope field

ernor. Albert never married and died in 1962 at the age of 83. terraces.

He also, early on, employed the use of the chisel plow to
reduce runoff and erosion in times of
heavy rain... In 2003 he was given a
Century Farm award at the Sibley

& County Fair.

John, the middle son and our grandfather, married Emma

As the six Lagerstedt children were
growing up, Jennie and Merlon made
sure they were active in the Gibbon Go-
phers 4H club as well as school activi-
ties. Advanced education was encour-
aged. Jennie served on the Gibbon
school board for three terms. All six
i "' children attended post secondary schools.
Four of the six children became public
! school teachers.

Jennie Lagerstedt passed away in

~ | 1995 at the age of 78. Merlon continues

to be active and farm at the age of 91

.~ | with the help of son Jon who lives on the
| farm south of town with him. The farm

buildings on the southwest farm are

‘| gone, but Jon and Merlon also farm that

i original homestead.

The Lagerstedt children all live in
Minnesota. Lila (CIiff) Sillerud lives in
Canby and they are parents to four chil-

. : dren. Lynn (Carol) live in Adams and
Raymond Lagerstedt going for the mail 1951 Avery Lagerstedt served in WWII have two children, Eileen (Fred) Knud-

-
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Nelson in 1901 and _they farmed the flrs_t home Grandpa John Lagerstedt with L to R; Ly‘n\n,J Lila, Baby
steaded farm 4 %2 miles southwest of Gibbon. Gary, and Eileen in 1947

They had three sons. Raymond, the oldest, bc
in 1901, who farmed with his dad and brother:
He enjoyed playing saxophone in the commun
band and indulging his nieces and nephews. F
mond died in 1968 and never married.

Avery was born in 1907. He served in Euro
in WW Il and was known around the Gibbon ai
as an expert mechanic. Avery also never mari
and died in 1963. He is buried at Fort Snelling
National Cemetery in St. Paul.

The youngest son, Merlon, was born in 191
He was only 6 when his mother Emma died at
47. Merlon is our Dad and the only one of the
three boys to marry. Atage 21, in 1938, he mar-
ried the dist # 78 school teacher, Jennie Maxwell from Amboy sen live in Owatonna and have two sons. Gary (Carla) live in
Minnesota. They lived the first couple of years of their marriageSpicer and have two daughters, Jon lives with Merlon south of

(Continued on pagé4)

MARCH 2009 VOL 14, ISSUE 1



Page4 SCHS NEWSLETTER Q.C}}&Q/ D)\‘EQ.M'E

! The background is a page from the journal Albert had written in Swedish ‘

(Continued from paga)
town and is the Severance township clerk, and Mark is a computer programmer

anq lives in Woodbury. Merlon is grandfather to ten grandchildren and 16 great
grandchil dren. I'n 20 0"birthdlayrpartg fordimatc hi |l dr en hosted a

the Gibbon Community Center. About 200 people attended the event; a remark-
ablr tribute to a remarkable man. B - s p ; . .
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Ty Submitted by Lila Lagerstedt Sillerud - v | .
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{ ' From the Gibbon Gazette

Merlon Lagerstedt receiving Century Farm Award 1 a

Albert Lagersterdt's Campaign ad for the State Legislature

at the Sibley Co. Fair in 2003
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